(A) Representative cochleograms showing outer hair cells for BALB/c (top panels) and C57BL/6 (bottom panels) mice harvested 3 (left panels) and 28 (right panels) days after. (B) Quantitation of outer hair cell loss across the length of the cochlear partition at 3, 7, 14 and 28 days after inoculation showed less hair cell loss at each time point in C57BL/6 mice relative to BALB/c mice, although differences at individual time points did not reach the level of significance between the mouse strains (Mann-Whitney U test, N = 3-5 mice/group). However, there was a significant overall time-dependent outer hair cell loss in BALB/c mice (P = 0.0053 by ANOVA). A similar comparison for C57BL/6 mice did not reach the level of significance (P = 0.109). Error bars represent standard error of the mean (SEM).
